Andrew F. Tinnion  1939 – 2009 
- A Life Remembered.
Andrew Tinnion died at his home in the early hours of Friday 28th August 2009.

Having surmounted quad by – pass surgery in 2004, Andrew succumbed to melanoma.
After graduating in Geology at Manchester University where he also played 1st XV rugby, sang Gilbert & Sullivan and organised the annual Rag Day; Andrew started work at Columbia, the Morlands Tannery in Bermondsey, London.

He organised the re-location of the tannery to Redruth in Cornwall and moved to Somerset when he became the Director in charge of both Glastonbury and Redruth tanneries.

He held this position at Morlands during its time as the leading sheepskin tannery and on its demise in 1983, took a major role in setting up Fenland Sheepskin Co.Ltd., Bridgwater, Somerset, where he pioneered the adaption of enzyme technology, among many other developments, to woolskin tanning. He promised at the time that this was the last tannery he would build. A vow he broke recently when he helped set up a micro tannery in the Falkland Islands.
Asked in 1992 to take over the chairmanship of the Real Sheepskin Association, Andrew accepted the challenge and remains its chair at his death.

Under his leadership the UK Sheepskin Industry staged something of revival mainly through its work with young fashion designers at first, then young furniture and interior designers who helped to attune sheepskin to the ‘Vivienne Westwood’ era.

Fenland Sheepskin Company became the de facto “University of Sheepskin” for not only many generations of design graduates but a growing community of sheep farmers, breeders and smallholders seeking a Contract Tanning Service for their special sheepskins, where Andrew and his wife June offered their unrivalled experience and unstinting help.  
Andrew’s lifetime service to the Leather Industry and Sheepskin Tanning was recognized during a celebratory Reception and Lunch at the Leathersellers Livery Hall in the City of London in June 2008 attended by a unique gathering of Industry members, colleagues and former tanners.
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Andrew and June have 2 children, Mark and Rachael (and 5 grandchildren) all of whom now live in Australia.
Andrew will be greatly missed for his immense industry expertise; open-hearted willingness to share this passion with all, particularly young people; a high-order intelligence and far ranging curiosity; a gritty sense of humour; his own very special blend of loyalty, support and friendship.
